WOKING

BOROUGH COUNCIL

Woking Borough Council
Decisions taken by the Council on Thursday, 12 December 2024

The following decisions were made by Council on Thursday, 12 December 2024. This decision sheet is not intended to represent the
formal record of the meeting. The formal minutes will be published in due course.

Should you have any questions about any decision that has been made, please email the Democratic Services Team at
democratic.services@woking.gov.uk

Agenda ltem Decisions Taken

Part 1 — Items Considered in Public

8. Petition - Sheerwater Health Centre RESOLVED

WBC24-052.

That (i) the Council will continue to work with the GP practice to address their concerns
about the building and ensure that it is meeting its responsibilities as landlord and
the terms of the lease; and

(i) the Portfolio Holder for the Sheerwater Regeneration writes to the North West
Surrey Health Alliance and stakeholders regarding the value of health services in
Sheerwater and will report back to ward members on the outcome.’

10. Final Accounts Report 2019-20, 2020- | RESOLVED
21 and 2021-22 WBC24-053.
That (i) subject to the receipt of advice satisfactory to the Section 151 Officer and Members
from King’s Counsel with respect to the Council's Chief Financial Officer’s
Statement of Responsibilities for the Statement of Accounts and the position of
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(ii)

Members in relation to this, Full Council approves and submits the accounts to the
External Auditors, BDO, in line with the statutory backstop requirements noting that
this is done in the knowledge that they are based on the accounting policies and
practices of the time and the information that was available at that time, additionally
noting that this recommendation is made on the basis that

(@)

(b)

the Council’s Section 151 Officer's via his explanatory statement to Full
Council on 26 September 2024, has confirmed that the accounts are based on
the best information available and the policies and conventions in place for the
year that the specific accounts refer to; and

Officers have confirmed that there are no further matters relevant to the above
accounts as of the date of this meeting [4 December 2024] that should be
brought to the Committee’s attention.”

the accounts for the financial year 2022/23 are approved and submitted to the
Council’s external auditors, BDO, in line with the statutory backstop requirements,
noting that this is done in the knowledge that they are based on the accounting
policies and practices of the time and the information that was available at that time,
additionally noting that:

(@)

the Council’'s Section 151 Officer, via his explanatory statement to Full Council
on 26 September 2024, has confirmed that the accounts are based on the
best information available and the policies and conventions in place for the
year that the specific accounts refer to; and

Officers have confirmed that there are no further matters relevant to the above
accounts as of the date of the Full Council meeting on 12 December that
should be brought to the attention of members; and
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(iii) it be noted that the Audit and Governance Committee (in respect of the final
accounts for years 2019/20, 2020/21 and 2021/22) and the Council’'s Section 151
Officer (in respect of the final accounts for the year 2022/23) have themselves noted
the support of the Commissioners in the approach taken.
1. Director of Legal and Democratic RESOLVED
Services WBC24-047.
That the appointment of Adesuwa Omoregie as the Council’'s Director of Legal and
Democratic Services, Monitoring Officer and Data Protection Officer be noted.
13. Recommendations of the Executive The Council had before it a report on the recommendations from the Executive, setting out the
WBC24-051. extracts from the minutes of the meetings of the Executive held on 14 November and 5
December 2024. In accordance with the Constitution, the recommendations were deemed to
have been moved and seconded.
13A Woking For All Strategy EXE24-092 RESOLVED
That the new Woking for All Strategy, attached at Appendix 1 to the report, be adopted.
13B Calendar of Meetings 2025-26 RESOLVED
EXE24-061
That the Calendar of Meetings 2025/26 be approved as set out in Appendix 1 to the report.
13C 30 Year Housing Revenue Account RESOLVED

(HRA) Business Plan EXE24-032

That (i) the 30-Year Housing Revenue Account (HRA) Business Plan at Appendix 1 to the
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report be approved;
(i) the Draft Rent Policy included as Appendix 2 to the report be agreed for
consultation; and
(iii) the recommendation from the Communities and Housing Scrutiny Committee to the
Executive as set out below be noted and supported:
In their regular reviews of the HRA Long Term Business Plan, the Executive should
pay particular attention to interest rates and review the Plan based on that
information.
13D Investment Debt Repayment and RESOLVED

Standstill 2024-25 and 2025-26
EXE24-087

That (i)

(ii)

(iii)

it be noted that the Council will be requesting Exceptional Financial Support for
2025/26 and this request will incorporate the interest and minimum revenue
provision costs in relation to the loans made to companies and the debt standstill
and debt sweep contained within the report;

a 2025/26 financial year investment debt repayment standstill on the Council’s
investment loans to the ThamesWey group of companies and Victoria Square
Woking Limited be approved (subject to the conditions and caveats set out in the
report and subject to confirmation of Exception Financial Support from central
government) for the financial year 2025/26 as set out in recommendation (i);

a debt sweep for the period up to the end of December 2024 be approved and
authority be delegated to the Strategic Director for Finance, the Strategic Director -
Corporate Resources, the Director of Legal and Democratic Services and the Chief
Executive, in consultation with the Leader and Deputy Leader of the Council,




Woking Borough Council — Decisions taken by the Council on Thursday, 12 December 2024

Agenda Topic Decision
Item No

following the application of the principles, assessments and assurances provided by
the actions outlined within the report to determine the value of the sweep; and

(iv) the findings in the Part Il report set out under Agenda Item 19 of the Executive
agenda titled Investment Debt Repayment and Standstill 2024-25 and 2025-26 be
noted.




