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EXECUTIVE – 17 JUNE 2021

VICTORIA WAY CENTRAL RESERVE

Executive Summary

At Full Council meeting on 11 February 2021 an update was provided on the Victoria Square Project. 
Council resolved that Officers would detail further costings and programme information for 
consideration of the Executive.

The element of the overall Victoria Square project being reported herein is the project to refurbish 
and replant Victoria Way Central Reservation from the junction of Lockfield Drive to Brook House 
roundabout at the junction with Chertsey Road (but excluding works to the roundabout). 

As the main road through Woking this was identified as being one of the elements of the Victoria 
Square project and works estimated at £750,000. This report gives further detail on this element of 
the project with regard to costings and programme.

The design principles for this stretch of the A320 from Lockfield Drive to Brook House roundabout  
will form a mix of champion trees, raised beds, crossing gardens, with the planting featuring seasonal 
perennial shrubs which are designed to add a sensory experience at key crossing points, and be low 
maintenance and attractive to wildlife.

Recommendations

The Executive is requested to:

RESOLVE That       

the project be agreed to proceed to implementation.

Reasons for Decision

Reason: The Victoria Way central reserve requires refurbishing and 
replanting following the removal of the planting which was 
necessary as part of the improvement works including the 
installation of new street lighting associated with Victoria Square 
development.

The Executive has the authority to determine the recommendation(s) set out above.
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Background Papers: None.

Reporting Person: Geoff McManus, Director of Neighbourhood Services
Email: geoff.mcmanus@woking.gov.uk, Extn: 3707 

Contact Person: Geoff McManus, Director of Neighbourhood Services
Email: geoff.mcmanus@woking.gov.uk, Extn: 3707 

Portfolio Holder: Councillor Colin Kemp
Email: cllrColin.Kemp@woking.gov.uk

Shadow Portfolio Holder: Councillor Ian Johnson
Email: cllrian.johnson@woking.gov.uk

Date Published: 9 June 2021
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1.0 Introduction

1.1 Following Full Council on 11 February 2021 it was requested that further details were 
presented to the Executive to take forward the Victoria Square related works. 

1.2 The intention is that works are agreed, procured and implemented in time for the opening of 
Victoria Place (new brand for the Victoria Square development) which will be a destination in 
itself once fully open at the end of this year. 

2.0 Victoria Way Central Reserve Design 

2.1 The proposals are for the Victoria Way central reservation, comprised of the East Median strip, 
Central Median strip and West Median. Two additional island gardens have also been included 
in the overall vision, to the north west of the Ambassadors Theatre, near the stage door, across 
the East Median and at the Boundary Way crossing beyond the roundabout. 

2.2 The design has been collated by 51 Architecture, an award winning architecture practice, to 
develop a holistic overview of the inherent condition and opportunity of various sites in Woking. 

2.3 Mature form and existing tree clusters within Victoria Way and Chertsey Road as well as initial 
impact of different species were taken into account in the design.

2.4 The existing medians will be raised to provide sufficient rooting volumes for species selected, 
enough to support them into maturity, especially in the narrower parts of the central reservation 
where raised kerbs add extra depth with minimum impact on existing roads and kerbs. 

3.0 Works and Costings

3.1 The estimated total cost of the works is approximately £750,000. The outline costing is 
provided in the attached appendix. The exact cost will be confirmed following the tender 
process using existing frameworks. 

3.2 The proposed design for Brook House roundabout has been omitted from the project original 
design.

4.0 Programme

4.1 Subject to approval by the Executive, there is a relatively short programme to procure and 
implement the scheme prior to the opening of Victoria Square.

4.2 A framework agreement will be used for the supply and implementation, copy of the report has 
been attached in separate appendices as well as a high level programme of most equipment 
and the specification for the supply, installation, maintenance and content management has 
been attached in separate appendices as well as the proposed programme.

5.0 Corporate Strategy

5.1 The proposed works are necessary to complement key infrastructure projects around the town. 
Planting arrangements have been proposed to visually demonstrate a green theme in a busy 
town centre environment.

6.0 Implications

Finance and Risk

6.1 The budget for the proposed works are being met by the Victoria Square development as 
agreed by Full Council on 11 February 2021.
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6.2 Dependent upon the design, costings and programme approval there is a risk that the new 
central reserve works and planting is not in place for the launch of Victoria Place.

Equalities and Human Resources

6.3 No human resource or training and development issues are arising from this paper.

6.4 There are no equalities issues arising from the report.

Legal

6.5 There are no legal implications associated with this report.

7.0 Engagement and Consultation

7.1 The Council’s Portfolio Holder, Surrey County Council highways and the Victoria Square team 
have been engaged in the preparation of this report.

REPORT ENDS
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Appendix 1

Appendix Title: High Level Programme of Works
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Appendix 2

Appendix Title:  Project Costing 
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Appendix 3

Appendix Title:  Proposed Design 1
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Appendix 4

Appendix Title:  Proposed Design 2
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Appendix 5

Appendix Title:  Proposed Design 3
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Appendix 6

Appendix Title:  Proposed Design 4
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Appendix 7

Appendix Title:  Proposed Design 5


